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to speak with authority as to the moral and intellectual qualities of 
those too-often idealized savages than any other writer. His conclu- 
sions are hardly more flattering than those of Dr. Palfrey. Mr. Park- 
man has that prime merit of an historian, the conscientious study and 
comparison of original documents. He does not write history at second 
hand. He has that hearty enthusiasm which gives warmth and life 
alike to subject and reader, making his books wholesome reading for 
both old and young. To the latter such a volume as this is an especial 
godsend, offering them an ideal of generous hardihood. We have many 
examples of books, written down to the assumed level of boys, which we 
should suppose to be idiocy, did we not know that idiots are divinely 
protected from such reading. A book like this is precisely what we 
would put into the hands of a healthy boy along with the Arabian 
Nights, that the balance might not incline too much either on the side 
of adventure or fancy. 

The volume gives Mr. Parkman a rank with the best of our histori- 
ans, and we regret his infirmity of vision the more, that it will delay 
the completion of his projected work, and keep us hungry for those 
parts of it which will be the freshest and most interesting, — the story 
of the Jesuit missions and of the final surrender of French colonization 
to a force morally superior to its own. Unless it be the contest be- 
tween France and England in Hindostan, there is nothing in history 
more vividly picturesque than the battle-ground of arms and ideas in 
the trackless wilderness of our Western world, and we know of none 
so fit, both by natural inclination and study, to be its historian as Mr. 
Parkman. 



16. — Voyage de Jaques Cartier au Canada en 1534. NbuveUe Edi- 
tion, publiee d'apres Vedition de 1598 et d'apres Ramusio. Par M. 
H. Michel ant. Avec deux Cartes. — Documents in&lits sur 
Jaques Cartier et le Canada, communiques par M. Alfred Rame\ 
Paris : Librairie Tross. 1865. pp. vii., 71, 53. 

The fresh interest which Mr. Parkman's admirable account of early 
French adventure in North America is awakening in American read- 
ers leads us to call attention to this reprint of the Journal of the first 
voyage to Canada of Cartier, the bold Breton seaman, the explorer of 
the St. Lawrence, and the namer of Montreal. A similar reprint of the 
narrative of his second voyage, in 1535, was made a year or two since. 
Both of these volumes are carefully edited and beautifully printed, and 
the edition consists of but a small number of copies. The opportunity 
of securing these volumes should not be lost by the collectors of books 
on American history. 



